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A REMNANT FOR RENEWAL
The Holy Spirit, Wisdom, and the Awakening of the Church
Throughout Scripture and church history, God often works through a remnant.
The remnant is not defined by numbers.
 It is defined by faithfulness.
Whenever spiritual decline spreads across a culture, God preserves a community of believers who remain devoted to Him.
These people become the seed of renewal.
1. The Pattern of the Remnant in Scripture
One of the clearest biblical examples of the remnant appears in the story of Elijah.
In 1 Kings 19, Elijah feels completely alone.
He cries out to God:
“I am the only one left.”
But God answers him with a surprising revelation:
“I have reserved seven thousand in Israel whose knees have not bowed to Baal.”
Even when Elijah thought faith had disappeared, God had already preserved a remnant.
This pattern appears throughout Scripture.
God works through:
• Noah and his family
 • Moses and a faithful generation
 • The prophets
 • The early church
And in Acts 1, before Pentecost, we again see a remnant.
Only 120 believers gathered in prayer.
Yet from that small group the gospel spread across the Roman Empire.
2. The Importance of the Holy Spirit
Jesus gave a very clear instruction to His disciples before His ascension.
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised.”
The disciples were not ready to change the world until they were filled with the Holy Spirit.
This teaches us something essential.
The mission of the church cannot be sustained by human effort alone.
We need the power of the Spirit.
In Acts 1:8 Jesus says:
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.”
The word translated “power” is dynamis.
It refers to divine power that transforms lives and communities.
The early church understood this.
They prayed.
They waited.
They depended on the Spirit.
And revival began.

3. The Wisdom of God
James 1:5 says:
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God.”
Our modern world has enormous amounts of information.
But information is not the same as wisdom.
Biblical wisdom means learning to live in alignment with God’s purposes.
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1 that the message of the cross is foolishness to the world.
Why?
Because the kingdom of God operates differently from the systems of this world.
The world values power and status.
But the cross reveals a different wisdom.
The wisdom of humility.
 The wisdom of sacrifice.
 The wisdom of love.
The remnant seeks this kind of wisdom.
4. The Seven W’s of a Remnant
Throughout Scripture and revival history we see seven characteristics that often mark remnant communities.
Worship
Revival begins when God becomes central again.
Worship is not merely music.
It is a life fully devoted to God.
World
The remnant does not withdraw from the world.
Instead, believers live in the world as witnesses to the kingdom of God.
Wonder
The remnant expects God to act.
They believe the Holy Spirit still heals, transforms, and moves powerfully today.
Wisdom
They seek God’s guidance through prayer and Scripture.
Wilderness
God often forms His people through seasons of testing and waiting.
Warfare
Revival always encounters spiritual opposition.
The remnant learns to stand firm through prayer and faith.
Witness
The remnant carries the message of Jesus to the world.
5. The “20-Year Christian” Moment
Many believers experience a moment years into their faith where they begin to ask deeper questions.
At first their faith felt new and exciting.
But over time it can become routine.
And they begin to wonder:
“Is this all there is?”
This moment can lead to complacency.
Or it can lead to awakening.
Throughout history revival movements have often begun when long-time believers rediscover their hunger for God.
John Wesley experienced this.
Though he had been a Christian for years, he wrote about a moment when his “heart was strangely warmed.”
That moment sparked the Methodist revival.
6. The Faith of Shadrach
In Daniel 3 we read about three young men who refused to bow to the king’s idol.
They said:
“Our God is able to deliver us…
but even if he does not, we will not serve your gods.”
This is the faith of the remnant.
Faith that trusts God’s power.
But remains faithful even when circumstances are difficult.
7. The Invitation
Throughout history revival has begun with small groups of believers who refused to settle for comfortable Christianity.
They prayed.
They sought God.
They lived holy lives.
And God moved through them.
The question for our generation is not simply:
“Will revival come?”
The deeper question is:
Will we become the kind of people God can trust with renewal?

Prayer
Lord, awaken your church.
Fill us with your Spirit.
Give us wisdom.
Make us a people of prayer.
Raise up a remnant in our generation.
Amen.
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