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· The kingdom of God is here but not yet fully seen.

· Living out Christ’s victory now but waiting for His return.

















Introduction
The ‘kingdom of God’ is a theme that runs throughout scripture. 
God acts in history:
The kingdom has a king who rules and reigns and is greater than any human or demonic power and whose purposes in human history to a divinely directed goal cannot be stopped. 
The kingdom of God is not just the reign of God within our own souls or to our future state. 
The ultimate outworking of the kingdom of God is the culmination of human history. “It is God’s sovereignty consummated by the annihilation of everything hostile to it.” (George E Ladd. The Presence of the Future). It is the final victory of good over evil; of God over Satan.
The nature of evil

Evil forces are real and try to oppose God’s purposes and rule. These demonic forces manifest in history; in systems of thought, culture, human government and individual lives as well as sickness in its various forms. 
It will only come to an end when God intervenes to purge the earth from evil. 
Evil affects us individually through our sin nature but also families, marriages, communities, nations, governments and is seen in conflict, injustice, crime, war, godless philosophies, sickness and religion.
Those in the kingdom of God will be called upon to suffer for what is right and true.

1. The kingdom of God is the supernatural act of God

The final realisation of God’s rule will be accomplished by a supernatural act of God. At the second coming of Christ, world history will come to an end. All evil, pain, disease, injustice, and suffering will stop and Satan and the demonic powers aligned with him, along with those who have rejected Christ, will be banished from the ‘new heaven and new earth’ forever. This is the Christian’s hope and makes sense of present suffering.
God entered history in the person of the Son to redeem human history. He continues to work in history by the Holy Spirit through His body, the Church, made up of individuals who are carriers and enforcers of the victory that Christ accomplished over evil and the evil one on the cross. 
2. The Kingdom of God: Here But Not Yet Fully Seen.
The reality of the kingdom must be made public until that day when ‘every eye will see him and every knee bow and acknowledge Christ as Lord’. (Philippians 2: 10-11). 
The kingdom has come but is not yet fully here. The death and resurrection of Christ are yet to be fully consummated when death will be no more and we will receive our eternal resurrection bodies. The goal of history is that history itself will come to an end.

What is the role of the church?

We are an ‘eschatological (end time) community’. A witness by word and deed to the sure victory of God’s kingdom both now and in the future. 
We live in hope based on what has taken place and what has been revealed about what is to come. 
We display the reality of the future kingdom in this present evil age by healing the sick, driving out demons, caring for the poor, caring for the earth, working for justice and proclaiming the truth of the kingdom. This is the witness of the triumph of God’s kingdom.
The church ‘lives between the times’. We are caught up in a tension between the kingdom of God and a sinful world; between the age to come and the present evil age. The church has experienced the victory of the kingdom of God and yet experiences the powers of darkness and our struggle to maturity. 
The church has become the focal point between good and evil. It is through the church that ‘God’s manifold wisdom is displayed’. (Ephesians 3:10).
The church is a ‘holy nation’ (1 Peter 2:9) that is alien to this age; ‘citizens of heaven’ (Philippians 3:20); ‘in the world but not of it’. (John 17:15-17)

The breadth of the kingdom of God:

A biblical understanding and application of the kingdom of God includes:
· God’s design and purpose of the church
· A supernatural dimension; ‘Let it be done on earth as in heaven.’
· A radical care for the poor and love of our neighbour.
· A stewardship of the earth and its resources.

All are ‘eschatological’ in nature. 

Jesus’ focus on the already but not yet:

Jesus taught that the future rule of God was, in part, present now. Instead of the new age replacing the old, it had invaded it without displacing it. It is, ‘already but not yet.’
Already: Jesus taught the kingdom was now present. 
How?
· The unique person of Jesus. The ‘Word made flesh’. God with us. 
· The unique power of God. ‘Reign not realm’. 
· The ethical quality of the kingdom. Repentance. Giving to the poor. The use of wealth; practical care; sexual behaviour, marriage, lust, the use of earthly power, hypocrisy, inclusivity etc. 

This was good news to the poor. Those who were ‘poor in spirit’ and the socially disadvantaged and outcasts. The sick are given back an opportunity of an active role in society and their dignity, the demonised are set free and restored to normal social relationships, cleansed lepers come back into the community. Jesus table fellowship of tax collectors and sinners was the foretaste of their place at the Messianic banquet on ‘the last day’. 

The call to follow him and be a disciple resulted in a community. 

The Not yet: Jesus used future language as well as present. The kingdom had come and was irresistible but this kingdom had evidently not fully overcome the present age. 
The missing element was judgement. When speaking of his ministry from Isaiah 61 (Luke 4:18-19), he stops short of talking of judgement, a key element to the understanding of the kingdom by the Jews.
In an age of God’s grace, people have the freedom to accept or reject God’s forgiveness. The final judgement is yet to come.
Jesus’s kingdom actions could be limited by the lack of response of others (Mark 6: 1-6). His words could be misunderstood (Mark 8: 1-21) or even rejected by his own followers (Mark 8: 31-33). Some understood his parables and some did not. His miracles did not convince all of who He was. His deliverance as interpreted by some as being demonic in origin (Luke 11: 14-15).
The parables show that the kingdom requires a response. There is a call to faith and discipleship. There is both divine initiative and human response which needs to be worked out and continue throughout our earthly lives. 

3. The kingdom of God and Justice

In the OT, the quality of the King’s rule was related to his ability to administer justice. The king was to be accessible to those who had been dealt with unjustly and expected to make active intervention on behalf of those who could not secure justice for themselves. 
Psalm 72 is a prayer for the king to be endowed with justice, with reference to defending the afflicted, saving the children of the needy and crushing the oppressor. 
These earthly kings were to reflect the character and deeds of God the King of Kings. (Psalm 89:14) Righteousness and justice go together. Social justice and private morality are part of the same holy spectrum.
(See also, Psalms 68, 76, 103, 109, 113, 140 and especially 146)
The prophets also looked to a time when God will appoint a King who will reign in justice forever. (Isaiah 9:6, Jeremiah 23:5, Micah 5:2-5, Zechariah 9:9-10).
It is these prophecies that were behind the angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary about Jesus. (Luke 1: 28-38)
Jesus reads from Isaiah 61 and announces the all-encompassing nature of his ministry (Luke 4:14-21). Verse 8 of Isaiah 61 gives the reason for this. ‘For I the Lord love justice’.
Jesus refers to the ‘Acceptable Year of the Lord’ or the ‘Year of the Lord’s Favour’ which is a reference to the OT law of the ‘Year of Jubilee’ when debts are remitted, slaves are freed and capital, in the form of land, is redistributed.
Jesus linked his healing ministry with ministry to the poor (Matthew 11: 5-6) because he saw both as bringing justice (Matthew 12:15-21). So, Jesus linked His kingdom with justice and pronounced His blessing on those who thirsted for justice (often translated as righteousness) or who are persecuted for justice (Matthew 5:6-10). 
The agenda of the kingdom may be summed up as the restoration of justice and peace (shalom).

For Discussion
1. How can the way you live your daily life of work, relationships, use of money etc demonstrate the kingdom of God? Can you think of examples? 
2. How would somebody who is not a Christian and who came to live with you for a week, think of your life as different to theirs?
3. How do you experience this tension between the kingdom of God that has already come into your life and the world and yet is not yet fully here?

