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· How can Jesus be fully God and fully man?

· How does the truth of His humanity help us?

FCA Public

FCA Public

· How does Jesus reveal the nature of God?

Introduction:
The Doctrine of Christ includes the mystery of the person of Jesus Christ - that He is truly and fully God and also truly and fully man.
The Bible sets out a dynamic paradox. Two truths held in tension. How these two truths hold together is the mystery of His person. The Word became flesh (John 1: 14); Emmanuel - God with us. In seeing Him we have seen the Father.
What became known through the ‘Council of Chalcedon’ in 451 AD as the ‘hypostatic union’.
We are on holy ground as we attempt to study the glory of the person of Jesus Christ and we must approach this not with a mind that wants to dissect and analyse but with the heart of a worshipper to encounter the wonder of this mystery.
Philippians 2: 5-11

Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage (to be grasped);
7 rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of 

a servant, being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to 

death-even death on a cross!
9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

I. SCRIPTURAL BASIS FOR THE TWO NATURES OF CHRIST

When after three years of close companionship Jesus asked the disciples in Mark 8:27-29, "Who do you say that I am?" Peter found himself confronted with the reality of the genuinely human Jesus of Nazareth, but at the same time and in one and the same person the genuinely divine Christ or Messiah of God, so that in that moment of confession and worship he answered, "You are the Christ the Son of the living God!"

Although Peter clearly did not understand the full implications of his confession, nevertheless the truth had been revealed to him as over a period of time he had observed, heard and touched the glory of the person of Jesus Christ. It was something not revealed to him by human powers of deduction but by the Father that Jesus affirms.

Likewise, with us the mystery of the person of Christ cannot be understood or deduced by reason alone but by revelation from above.


A. THE DIVINITY OR DEITY OF CHRIST


As God with us, Jesus is the ultimate self-revelation of God.

(i) Prophetic Pointers
These can be found in passages such as:

Psalm 2:12
Psalm 45:6&7 
Psalm 110:1

 Quoted in         Hebrews 1:5	     
          “                Hebrews 1: 8-9
“	      
                  Hebrews 1:13
In addition, well-known passages such as Isaiah 9:6 give a strong indication of the nature of the Messiah who was to come.

“He will be called Wonderful Counsellor. Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace"
(ii) The Testimony of Jesus Himself

Jesus Himself was clearly conscious of His divine nature:

Matthew 11:27	- The unique union between Father and Son
                 21:37 - 38      - Not a servant but the Son
                 22:41- 46        - David's Lord

                 24:36	                    - The place of the Son

                  28:18-19         - All authority ....and the triune name

John 3:13 and 31       - His true home and destiny

            5:17-27	                    - Equality with God

            6:37-40,57         - Sent by the Father

           8:34-36,58        - His eternal nature

            10:17, 18,30        - Authority over life and death, oneness with the Father

            10:35-36	                  - God's Son
              17:5	                   - Glory before the creation of the world

(iii) Direct Statements
The main passages speaking of the divine nature of Christ are found in - John 1: 1-14, Philippians 2:5-11, Colossians 1:15-20 and Hebrews 1: 1-13, but there are many individual statements both within these and other N.T. writings which can be read as straightforward assertions of the deity of Christ, including the following:
John 1:1-2, 14-18
 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning .....the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father   No-one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only who is at the Father's side, has made Him known."

John 20: 28  -  Thomas answered (Jesus) "My Lord and My God”. 

Romans 9:5 - "Christ who is God over all forever praised.”

Titus 2:1 – The  Glorious appearing of our Great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”.•••

Hebrews 1:8 - “.....about the Son He (God) says "Your throne O God will last forever and ever”

2 Peter 1:1 - “.....the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ”.



(iv) The Witness of the Synoptic Gospels

Note especially the following along with their OT parallels:


Matthew 9:6 – Jesus forgives sin as God


Matthew 14:33 – Jesus worshipped as God (Exodus 20:3-6, Deuteronomy 6:4)

Matthew 16: 16-17 – Jesus confessed as the Messiah and Son of God.

Matthew 28:18 – Jesus has all authority in heaven and earth.

Matthew 25:15 ff and Mark 8:38 – Jesus promising to come again with His Father’s glory


(v) The Use of Christological Titles

ie. ‘Messiah'; ‘Son of Man’; ‘Son of God’; ‘Lord’; ‘Servant’.

The way Jesus took up these titles for Himself indicate His clear self-awareness as the complete fulfilment of the entire expectation of redemption presented under the old covenant. The principle titles are:

(a) Messiah (Hebrew) - or Christ (from the Greek 'Christos')

This title literally means 'anointed One' and is the special title given to God's appointed King, a descendant of David (Ezekiel 37:21f.).
By the time Peter takes up the title and ascribes it to Jesus He makes a clear connection between 'Messiah' and 'Son of the Living God'. His subsequent rebuke by Jesus and confusion is not over the title being an ascription of divinity but over the concept of it being linked with suffering (Matthew 16:16f.). Likewise, Caiaphas the High Priest links the title with the term 'Son of God' and Jesus again accepts both (cf. Matthew 26:57-68 “You have said so.” and Mark 14:53-65 “I am”) 

The Messiah title is again linked with 'Son of God' in John 11:27; 20:31 and indeed as the latter makes clear, the whole point of John's writing was that His readers might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.


(b) Son of Man
This title is particularly significant because it is the most commonly used by Jesus when speaking of Himself and indeed is only used by Jesus.
It originates in Daniel 7:13f. where the heavenly Son of Man is revealed at the climax of history as Lord and Judge of all and inherits the kingdoms of 

the world. In Mark 14:62 Jesus claims to fulfil this particular role Himself, and
particularly uses the title when speaking of the judgement to come (f. Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:27).
It is linked with His authority to forgive sins in Mark 2: 10 which caused the
Jews to charge Him with blasphemy, recognising this as a divine prerogative,and His Lordship over the Sabbath in Mark 2:27-28, again something applying to God Himself.
Jesus clearly viewed Himself as a heavenly Messiah fulfilling an earthly mission on behalf of mankind for the purpose of salvation and future glory.
(c) Son of God
This title is most commonly used in John's Gospel and clearly implies oneness with God since the Jews understood Jesus' use of it as blasphemy (John 10:33,36).

It distinguishes Jesus as Son of God in a unique way (cf. John 20:31) as the 'only Son'. (cf. John 1:14 and 18; 3:16 and 18).
Jesus specifically claims the title for Himself when accused of blasphemy and points to His works as evidence of His Sonship (See above references) and speaks of the glorification of the Son of God through the raising of Lazarus in John 11:4.

· He is sent by the Father (cf. John 3:34; 5:36,38; 7:29).

· He is uniquely loved by the Father (cf. John 3:35; 5:20; 17:24).

· He is dependant on the Father (cf. John 5:19,30) revealing the absolute unity between Father and Son.

· He is the exclusive revelation of the Father (cf. John 6:46; 8:19; 14:8-9; 10:15).

· He speaks the words of the Father (cf. John 10:18; 15:15; 12:49f; 14:24; 16:25).

· He had come from the Father (John 3:13).

· He was going to the Father (John 14:28; 20:17).

(vi) The 'I AM' Sayings of Jesus
In the O.T. Yahweh reveals Himself as 'I AM WHO I AM' (Exodus 3:14-15). (Cf. also Isaiah 41:4; 43:10,13 and 25).
In John 8:23-24,28 and especially verse 58 Jesus takes up this definitive 

phrase and uses it of Himself, causing the Jewish leaders to accuse Him of blasphemy and make ready to stone Him.  (cf. also John 6:35; 8:12; 10:9; 10:11 and14; 11:25; 14:6 and15:1).

(vii) Jesus as God's Glory

God's glory is the visible manifestation of His majesty (Exodus 3315-18; 40:34f), the revelation of His face.

When Moses asked to see God's glory, God had said, "No one may see my face and live", and yet 2 Corinthians 4:6 speaks of, 'the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.' (See also 1 Corinthians 2:8; Hebrews 1:3 and Jesus' words in John 17:5).

(viii) Jesus as Creator

God created all things and rules over everything (Genesis l:l f.; Psalm 33:6-9; 148:5 f.; Isaiah 42:5; 48:13; 51:9-16) but in the N.T. Jesus also is seen as the One who made all things (John 1:1,3; Hebrews 1:3), and sustains all things (Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:3).

(ix) The Christological Events

The major Christological events of the life and Mission of Jesus - the virgin birth, resurrection and ascension - must also have bearing on how we view the person of Christ and need to be studied in the light of the overall revelation. Each in turn reveal the unique nature of the person of Christ.


VIRGIN BIRTH - Luke 1:30-35; Matthew 1:23 Ange’s declaration - Son of the Most High God. (cf. John 1).

RESURRECTION - See Romans 1:4. Resurrection declaring Him to be the Son of God with power.

ASCENSION- Philippians 2:9-11; Ephesians 1:10, 20-22 - the Highest Place, the Highest Name, receiving the worship of all creation, one Head even 

in heaven, at the right hand of the Father.

NB: The overall revelation makes clear that Christ was alive before He was born and after He died!!
B. THE HUMANITY OF CHRIST

These days it is not the real humanity of Jesus that some theologians question, but rather His divinity. However, this itself can for us trigger the danger of imbalance, since in so emphasising the truth of Jesus as God-incarnate, His glory and majesty, we may tend to neglect this wonderful truth of His genuine human-ness and vulnerability. Therefore, it is important to be fully aware of the scripture's witness to His human birth, development and limitations, His ministry in the power of the Spirit and His resurrection with a real human body (cf. 1 John 1:1; 4:2-3; 2 John: 7; Hebrews 2:14-18).

(i) His Birth

The Scriptures testify that Jesus 'came in' or became flesh (cf. John 1:14; 1 Timothy 3:16 and 1 John 4:2). He is traced through a human family line (Matthew 1:1-16) and His birth was a genuine human birth (Matthew 1:25; Luke 2:7; Galatians 4:4) - "He was born of a woman." He was conceived in the womb of His mother Mary and was carried for a normal period of gestation, before He was born into the world like any other child. His life spanned 'from womb to tomb' (Kierkegard).

NB:  In Christ God became part of His own creation!

He made Himself totally vulnerable and entrusted himself to the care of a human mother. 

(ii) His Development
He, like every human child, was subject to the normal laws of human development. He was brought up within a home and family (Luke 2:51; Mark 6:1-6) and grew in strength (Luke 2:40) wisdom and stature (Luke 2:52).

NB: He would have needed to go to the toilet!


He experienced the fullness of human emotions - love (John 16:21); compassion (Matthew 9:36; Mark 1:41); joy (John 10:21; 15:11); amazement (Luke 7:9); sorrow (Matthew 26:37); grief (Luke 19:41); anger (Mark 3:5).	

(iii) His Limitations
Since Jesus shared our humanity, He also experienced weariness (Mark 4:38 and John 4:6); hunger (Matthew 21:18; Luke 4:2); thirst (John 4:7; 19:28 cf. Matthew 11:19) and the limitation of being in one place at a time! He knew what it was to suffer temptation (cf. Matthew 4; Hebrews 2: 18; 4:15); physical pain (Mark 14:65; Luke 23:33; John 19:1-3; 1 Peter 2:21-24) and ultimately death itself (John 19:30f. and 33-35; Hebrews 2:14-18). 
Apart from this, it is clear from the Scriptures that He was subject to limitation of knowledge. eg.

(i) He did not know the time of His return (Matt 24:36; Mark 13:32).
(ii) He did not appear to know how much food was available before He fed the crowds (Mark 6:38).
(iii) He did not know whether there was fruit on a fig tree He was approaching (Mark 11:13).
(iv) He sometimes needed to ask questions in order to gain information (cf. Mark 9:21; Luke 2:46).

"We do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses." etc. (Hebrews 4:15)

(iv) His Ministry in the Power of the Spirit

There is no record of Jesus preaching, teaching or performing signs and wonders before His water baptism and receiving of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, His own clear testimony was that, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He has anointed me to preach Good News to the poor ... " and "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." (Luke 4). It was from this time on that His ministry began. NB: In the wilderness, fullness was turned to power in preparation for ministry.

In Acts 10:38 Peter testifies that "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. and how He went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with Him."

The clear implication from this is that He ministered not only as the Son of God, but as a real man, with real limitations who needed the anointing and empowering of the Holy Spirit to perform miraculous signs and wonders and to proclaim the Gospel. As such He is a genuine example and model for all believers and ministers of the New Covenant (John 14:10-12). He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and the Spirit was always with Him through His developing years, but He also needed a specific baptism of the Spirit and of power for ministry.


(v) His Resurrection Body
Finally, it is worth noting here that it was with a real, although changed human body that Jesus was raised from the dead and ascended to heaven. In Luke 24:36 f we can see that He was no ghost but still bad flesh and bones (v39), was able to eat a piece of fish (v43) and still bore the marks of His suffering in His resurrection body (cf. v39,40 implied and John 20:27).
The truth is that not only did He come as a man here on earth but He ascended as a man into heaven (cf. Acts 17:31; 1 Tim 2:5). There is a man in heaven on the very throne of God - the man Christ Jesus!


(i)  On the Sinless Humanity of Christ
Finally, the question is often asked, "Was it impossible for Christ to sin, and if so, were His temptation's genuine?"
Scripture is very clear on the latter since Hebrews 4:15 tells us, "He was tempted in every way as we are yet without sin. " This sums up the clear representation of the temptation narratives in Matthew 4 and parallels and also in the other gospel passages touching the subject (cf. Mark 1:13; Mark 8:33 and possibly Luke 22:41-44). Furthermore, Hebrews 2:17 and18 teaches that 
He, "was made like His brothers in every way" and that "because He himself suffered when He was tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted. " 
Leading on from this, and seeking an answer to the first question, "Was it impossible for Christ to sin?" it is not in doubt from Scripture that Christ did indeed live a sinless life. (cf. Matthew 3:17; Luke 1:35; John 8:46, 14:30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15, 9:14;1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5 as clear examples).


(ii) The Necessity of His Humanity

It was a man that sinned and therefore it was necessary for a man to bear the just punishment for sin, to make atonement and help those who face temptation (Hebrews 2:14-17; 9:22). However, it had to be a sinless man otherwise He could not atone for His own life let alone that of others. (Hebrews 7:26), or indeed to be a true example to those who followed.


(iii) The Necessity of His Divinity

Only God Himself could make atonement of infinite value and worth and only God has the power to give full obedience to His own laws and overcome temptation. Not only so but it was necessary for Jesus Christ to be God incarnate in order to be a full and reliable revelation of the nature and character of God on earth. If that were not so then what guarantee would we have that we do not need some future, fuller revelation to make that certain. In this lies the uniqueness of Christ, not merely a prophet but God himself come to us in the flesh.

II. HISTORICAL DEBATE CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF HIS PERSON

CHRISTOLOGY  -  the study of the Person of Christ.

Even before AD 500 the main views had surfaced from which the theological challenges we meet today have their roots. 

"The discussions which culminated in the formula agreed at Chalcedon in 451 represent the framework for all subsequent reflection. "

Dr Bruce Milne

THE COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON AD.451

It's central clause states that:

"Therefore, following the Holy Fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance (homoousios) with the Father as regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards His manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards His manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, 

Lord, Only begotten, recognised in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without separation: the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence (hypostasis), not as parted or separated into two persons, 

but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ.” 


